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enemies may be, for I trust in the mercy of God that He
will remember us, since all the rest is of little importance.
Let it be known for certain that as long as you may be
powerful at sea you will hold India as yours, and if you
do not possess this power, little will avail you a fortress
on shore. And as to expelling the Moors from the
country, I have found the right way to do it, but it is a
long story, and it will be done when the Lord pleases and
will thus be served/'

Albuquerque, on the other hand, who in this, as irt
other matters, appears to have been a close imitator of
Alexander the Great, had more ambitious views of
establishing an empire in the East. But owing to the
comparative smallness of the resources at his command,
he could at no time bring more than a few hundreds of
men together to maintain his position at any point, as
compared with the numerous thousands whom Alexander
led to conquest. The circumstances, however, of the two
conquerors were vastly different. Whereas Alexander's
base of operations was on land, and he had therefore to
secure his rear by establishing fortified posts as he
advanced, the Portuguese had the sea as their base of
operations, and a like need did not therefore exist
in their case for similar precautions against attack.
Albuquerque, in an exhortation to his soldiers at the
attack of Malacca, in 1511, declared that so long as he
was Governor of India he would neither fight nor hazard
men on land, except in those parts wherein he should
build a fortress to maintain them. His poHcy in this
respect was perhaps most fully explained in a letter he
wrote to the King of Portugal upon the retention of Goa?
dated in 1513. In this letter he observed as follows: